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Wine and Go]f Prove a
Fruitm Pa]rmg on Long IS anc]

By Scott Jerold

The North Fork of Long Island is an idyllic area of potato fields, meadows, weathered
barns, horse farms, fishing villages---and increasingly, world-class wineries and golf courses.
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It was only a matter of time before the lat-
ter two merged, as a few enterprising facili-
ties, such as Wente Vineyards, have done in
California. In the appropriately named
new “Olde Vine Golf Club,” slated to
open in 2005 between Riverhead and
Aquebogue, the pairing proves as felicitous
as, well, Long Island duck and Merlot.

Bruce Barnet and John Blaney, noted
Long Island environmental developers,
had a vision to create a new private
equity golf club in the middle of the East
End farm belt. Current zoning permitted
them to divide their 130-acre farm into
110-one-acre building lots. But Barnet
and Blaney feel that developers should be
conservators of the cherished land, so
they chose to preserve 85% of their plot.
This entailed building fewer homes on
smaller parcels, along with the 18-hole
links-style golf course. They also wanted
to honor Riverhead’s rich agricultural
heritage by establishing a small vineyard.
After a long search, they found a fertile
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partner in Manor Hill Vineyards, located
in Cutchogue, the heart of Long Island’s
Wine Country.

“We will plant the new vineyard next
spring,” states Theresa Boyle Ackermann,
one of the owners of Manor Hill. “Our
consultant Reed Jarvis will select a vari-
ety of cuttings from Merlot to Cabernet
Franc, then create a special blend for
future members of the golf club.”

Barnet and Blaney also selected local tal-
ent to design, construct, sell and maintain
their golf-and-wine enterprise. William
“Buddy” Johnson, a renowned local golf
course architect (whose other successes
include The Greens at Melville, Great
Rock and Mill Pond) has devised a links-
style golf course, using all the native soils
to transform a former sod farm into
rolling hills and ponds, bringing a taste of
Scotland to the otherwise flat, featureless
terrain. Fierce winds and bunkers paying
tribute to A.W. Tillinghast, designer of
the (in)famous Bethpage “Black Course”,
will provide the ultimate challenge to
duffers. Respected architectural and con-
struction firms have designed four styles
of homes along the course, all spacious
and harmonizing with the surroundings.

Also brought on board was Ed Wankel,




