
President of Long Island Golf
Management, Inc., who is best known
for his victorious campaign to bring the
2002 U.S. Open to Long Island’s
Bethpage “Black Course.” After spend-
ing 25 years in the public sector and
overseeing the management of some of
New York state’s finest public golf
courses, Wankel and his partner, 
environmental planner Jeffrey Seeman,
will supervise the construction, sales and
marketing and long-term management of
this unrivaled golf facility. “It’s the per-
fect place for a top-notch development.
The North Fork is a recreational mecca,
with 23 vineyards, numerous golf cours-
es, boating, fishing… and it’s still
unspoiled,” Wankel enthuses.

“But what makes this golf course truly
different is another marriage,” Wa n k e l
points out. Barnet and Blaney negotiated
a license agreement with the owners of
two adjoining golf courses, Cherry
Creek Golf Club and The Woods at
Cherry Creek, owned by Charlie
Jurgens, a local farmer, DeLea Sod
Farms and DeLea’s Vinny Sasso. DeLea
Sod Farms will also partner in construct-
ing the “Olde Vine Golf Club,” forging
yet another link to North Fork roots. 

“Who can better grow grass on Long
Island than one of the region’s largest
sod producers?” asks Buddy Johnson.
Ricky DeLea, a third generation sod
f a r m e r, is overseeing the grassing of the
golf course. He has retained Billy
Kellers, who shaped several golf courses
for another famous architect, Rees
Jones---nicknamed the “U.S. Open
Doctor” by the U.S.G.A. The Country
Club at Hilton Head, S.C. (fka Haig
Point) is just one of the world-class
facilities Kellers has fashioned. “This is a
great team of professionals,” says Barnet.
“ With their combined expertise and
experience our project will certainly
be a success.”

U l t i m a t e l y, members of the “Olde Vi n e
Golf Club” will enjoy reciprocal privi-
leges, including preferred tee times, at all
three courses, each offering its own
unique layout and terrain. The Wo o d s ,
in stark contrast to Olde Vine, snakes
through flat tree-lined fairways, while
Cherry Creek boasts Long Island’s only
p a r-6 hole. The three clubhouses will
also provide different culinary experi-
ences. Cherry Creek sports a casual eat-
ing establishment with a friendly atmos-
phere. At the new, gourmet “Stonewalls
at The Woods,” Chef Guy Peuch tempts
the palates of Suffolk County golfers
and wine lovers with such dishes as Wi l d
Salmon with Lobster Sauce. Olde Vi n e
will possess a clubby steak-and-seafood
eatery utilizing the freshest local 
produce and the country’s finest food
purveyors. Olde Vine members will not
only savor three distinct courses and
clubhouses, but the opportunity to sip
their own, carefully crafted local wines
amid the North Fork’s natural beauty. 

“ T h a n k f u l l y, these visionaries are pre-
serving the land, producing fine wine
and providing what will be the region’s
most sought-after golf experience,”
Wankel noted. “At the end of the day,
when members finish playing golf at one
of these three magnificent golf courses,
instead of reaching for a beer, they will
order a glass of Olde Vine Golf Club
Merlot or Chardonnay and enjoy the
peace and tranquility of one of Long
I s l a n d ’s loveliest spots.” A fruitful 
pairing indeed.

Watch for the opening of the “Olde Vi n e
Golf Club” sales office and for Manor
Hill Vi n e y a r d ’s premiere release of
“Olde Vine Golf Club” Merlot. For
more information, visit the Olde Vi n e
Golf Club website at www. o l d e v i n e . c o m
or email golf@oldevine.com.

““ It’s the perfect place for a 
top-notch development. The North
Fork is a recreational mecca, with

23 vineyards, numerous golf
courses, boating, fishing and it’s

still unspoiled,”
Ed Wa n k e l
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Merlot vines at Manor Hill Vineyards, Cutchogue

Bruce Barnet and one of his partners, John Blaney
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ne and Go Prove a
Fru Pa ng on Long and
By Scott Jerold

The North Fork of Long Island is an idyllic area of potato fields, meadows, weathered
barns, horse farms, fishing villages---and increasingly, world-class wineries and golf courses.

It was only a matter of time before the lat-
ter two merged, as a few enterprising facili-
ties, such as Wente Vineyards, have done in
California. In the appropriately named
new “Olde Vine Golf Club,” slated to
open in 2005 between Riverhead and
Aquebogue, the pairing proves as felicitous
as, well, Long Island duck and Merlot.

Bruce Barnet and John Blaney, noted
Long Island environmental developers,
had a vision to create a new private
equity golf club in the middle of the East
End farm belt. Current zoning permitted
them to divide their 130-acre farm into
110-one-acre building lots. But Barnet
and Blaney feel that developers should be
conservators of the cherished land, so
they chose to preserve 85% of their plot.
This entailed building fewer homes on
smaller parcels, along with the 18-hole
links-style golf course. They also wanted
to honor Riverhead’s rich agricultural
heritage by establishing a small vineyard. 
After a long search, they found a fertile

partner in Manor Hill Vineyards, located
in Cutchogue, the heart of Long Island’s
Wine Country. 

“ We will plant the new vineyard next
spring,” states Theresa Boyle Ackermann,
one of the owners of Manor Hill. “Our
consultant Reed Jarvis will select a vari-
ety of cuttings from Merlot to Cabernet
Franc, then create a special blend for
future members of the golf club.”

Barnet and Blaney also selected local tal-
ent to design, construct, sell and maintain
their golf-and-wine enterprise. Wi l l i a m
“Buddy” Johnson, a renowned local golf
course architect whose other successes
include The Greens at Melville, Great
Rock and Mill Pond) has devised a links-
style golf course, using all the native soils
to transform a former sod farm into
rolling hills and ponds, bringing a taste of
Scotland to the otherwise flat, featureless
terrain. Fierce winds and bunkers paying
tribute to A.W. Tillinghast, designer of
the (in)famous Bethpage “Black Course”,
will provide the ultimate challenge to
duffers. Respected architectural and con-
struction firms have designed four styles
of homes along the course, all spacious
and harmonizing with the surroundings.

Also brought on board was Ed Wa n k e l ,

Thankfully, these
visionar es are preserv-

ng the land, producing
fine wine---and provid
what will be the region’s
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Ed Wa n k e l

An artist c rendering of the
de V ne Golf C ub,

Clubhouse. Open ng in 2005
between Riverhead and
Aquebogue, Long sland

New York. 
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Bruce Barnet with bottle of Olde Vine Reserve Merlot


